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SUBJ: CIV AIR - LAKER SKYTRAIN LICENSE CHALLENGED BY 
BRITISH AIRWAYS 

1. TAKING ADVANTAGE OF A LAKER AIRWAYS' APPLICATION TO 
CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY FOR AN INCREASE IN SKYTRAIN 
FARES, BRITISH AIRWAYS HAS FILED FORMAL MOTION WITH CAA 
CALLING FOR REVOCATION OF LAKER S SKYTRAIN LICENSE. IN 
ITS STATEMENT, BA SAID SKYTRAIN OPERATION IN CURRENTLY 
TROUBLED NORTH ATLANTIC MARKET WOULD MEAN "DUMPING" OF 
UNWANTED SLOTS ON ROUTE AND IT ARGUED THAT "ONLY ONE 
BRITISH AIRLINE SHOULD BE LICENSED ON THE NORTH ATLANTIC 
ROUTES AND THE COUNTRY SHOULD GIVE BRITISH AIRWAYS ALL 
POSSIBLE HELP AND ENCOURAGEMENT TO MEET THE FIERCE FOR- 
EIGN COMPETITION." 

2. CAA OFFICIAL (BONNEY) TOLD US THAT AS RESULT BA ACTIO 
CAA WILL HAVE TO HOLD PUBLIC HEARING ON SKYTRAIN LICENSE. 
BONNEY SAID HEARING WILL BE HELD BEFORE END OF JANUARY 
AND HE EXPECTS DECISION BEFORE MID-FEBRUARY UNLESS ISSUE 
GETS CAUGHT UP IN LABOR GOVERNMENT'S AIR TRANSPORT POLICY 
REVIEW WHICH IS NOW UNDERWAY AND WHICH SHOULD BE COMPLETED 
BY END OF FEBRUARY. 

3. LAKER, THE ETERNAL OPTIMIST, SAYS HE WELCOMES BRITISH 
AIRWAYS ACTION BECAUSE HE IS CONFIDENT IT WILL RESULT IN 
RECONFIRMATION OF HIS LICENSE AND WHEN THAT HAPPENS HE 
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SAYS "THIS (UK) GOVERNMENT AND THE US GOVERNMENT WHO HAVE 
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SAT ON THE (SKYTRAIN) MATTER FOR TWO YEARS DOING NOTHING.. 

WILL BOTH HAVE TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT. I AM FULLY 
CONFIDENT OF BEING ABLE TO START SKYTRAIN IN APRIL". 

SPIERS 
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